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It was at the Jordan River, not in this exact location, 
but it really doesn’t matter. But it was at the Jordan 
River when God separated the Heavens and said, 
“This is My Beloved Son with Whom I am well-
pleased.” 
 
Matt 3:17 
17  and behold, a voice out of the Heavens, 
saying, "This is My Beloved Son, in whom I am 
well-pleased." NASB 
 
Heaven had come to earth. It struck a contrast and 
it began a conflict because now men would have to 
decide what they would do with this man called 
Jesus. 
 
As we look at the Gospel of Matthew, we’re going to 
study the Sermon on the Mount: those famous 
three chapters, Matthew 5, 6, and 7, that are 
absolutely revolutionary.  
 
But before we delve into the Sermon on the Mount 
what I want us to do is, I want us to get a setting, an 
idea of what God is doing in the Gospel of Matthew. 
And the Gospel of Matthew, what we have is, we 
have a presentation of the person of Jesus Christ, 
of the work of Jesus Christ, and then it’s followed by 
a teaching. And then you’ll find this statement: “And 
when Jesus had finished this teaching,” or “when 
Jesus had finished talking to His disciples.” And 
then again He presents more of the work and 
person of Jesus Christ and then another teaching. 
So this is what you have as you look at the Gospel 
of Matthew. 
 
The Sermon on the Mount brings the first teaching 
of Jesus Christ to a close and that’s in Matthew 
chapter 7, in verse 28. 
 
 

 
Matt 7:28 
28  The result was that when Jesus had finished 
these words, the multitudes were amazed at His 
teaching; NASB 
 
And then we come to Matthew 11:1 and that’s 
another segment in the book of Matthew. And then 
we come to chapter 13, verse 53; and then we 
come to chapter 19 verse 1; and then to Matthew 
chapter 26, verse 1; and then we come to the 
conclusion of the book. And what is the conclusion 
of the Gospel of Matthew, or the Gospel According 
to Matthew? It’s Matthew 28. And that’s what I want 
us to look at. 
 
In Matthew chapter 28, and this is after Jesus’ 
death and burial and resurrection. And now He is 
meeting His disciples here on the Galilee where the 
Sermon on the Mount took place. And it says: 
 
Matt 28:16-19 [reads] 
16  But the eleven disciples proceeded to Galilee, 
to the mountain which Jesus had designated.  
17  And when they saw Him, they worshiped 
Him; but some were doubtful.  
18  And Jesus came up and spoke to them, 
saying, "All authority has been given to Me in 
Heaven and on earth.  
19  "Go therefore [Go therefore . . . Since I have 
authority I’m telling you to go therefore] and make 
disciples of all the nations, baptizing them . . . 
NASB 
 
Now, we’re sitting at the Jordan River, at the Jordan 
River where Jesus was baptized, at the Jordan 
River where John the Baptist was baptizing when 
Jesus came to him. And He says: 
 
Matt 28:19-20 [reads] 
19  "Go therefore and make disciples of all the 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and the Son and the Holy Spirit,  
20  teaching them to observe all that I 
commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, 
even to the end of the age."  NASB 
 
So this Gospel of Matthew ends with one final 
teaching of Jesus, one final instruction, and that is 
because of Who He is they are to go and they are 
to teach the nations. And what does He want us to 
teach? He wants us to teach the Word of God and 
that’s what we’re studying. 
 
Well, what I want us to do is, I want us to go back 
and look at what leads up to Jesus’ teaching in the 
Sermon on the Mount. And I want us to start in 
Matthew chapter 1. 
 
Now, Matthew chapter 1 sounds very, very boring 
because it begins with the genealogy; it’s the 
genealogy of Jesus Christ. Listen to what it says: 
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Matt 1:1 [reads] 
1  The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, 
the son of David, the son of Abraham. NASB 
 
Right from the very beginning what Matthew wants 
us to know, what God inspired Matthew to write, is 
this: this is THE Christ, this is THE Son of David 
because the Christ had to come from David. The 
Christ had to come from the seed of Abraham. So, 
immediately he establishes the fact that Jesus is 
the Christ. 
 
Another word for Christ is Messiah. And then as we 
look at it he shows us the proof that Jesus is the 
Savior. 
 
And in Matthew chapter 1, in verse 21, when the 
angel appears to Joseph and tells Joseph that he is 
to take Mary and that he is to marry her and that he 
says then: 
 
Matt 1:21 [reads] 
21  "And she will bear a Son; and you shall call 
His name Jesus [now, listen carefully], for it is He 
who will save His people from their sins." NASB 
 
I want to ask you a question, Beloved. Do you feel 
like you’re trapped? Do you feel like you’re 
ensnared? Do you feel like you’re a slave, a slave 
to your passions, a slave to your lusts, a slave to 
your desires? Do you know that when Heaven 
came to earth, Heaven came to earth in order to set 
you free from your slavery to sin? 
 
John 8:34-36 
34  Jesus answered them, "Truly, truly, I say to 
you, everyone who commits sin is the slave of sin.  
35  "And the slave does not remain in the house 
forever; the son does remain forever.  
36  "If therefore the Son shall make you free, you 
shall be free indeed. NASB 
 
In order that you might have the guarantee that 
when you die that you’re absent from the body and 
you’re present with the Lord, in order that you might 
experience the kingdom of Heaven within and then 
someday live in the kingdom of Heaven as it rules 
over all the face of the this earth. 
 
2 Cor 5:6-8 
6  Therefore, being always of good courage, 
and knowing that while we are at home in the body 
we are absent from the Lord —   
7  for we walk by faith, not by sight —   
8  we are of good courage, I say, and prefer 
rather to be absent from the body and to be at 
home with the Lord. NASB 
 
So, in Matthew chapter 1, he establishes that He’s 
the Messiah, in verse 21. In verse 22, he 

establishes that He is the Savior. He’s the One 
that saves us from our sins. And then in verses 22 
and 23, he shows us that this One that has come is 
God incarnate.  
 
Now, when I say “God incarnate,” what do I mean? 
I mean this: God incarné. Carné means the flesh, 
that God has come in the flesh, in the Person of His 
Son. Remember He told them to go and baptise in 
the name of the Father, in the name of the Son, and 
in the name of the Holy Spirit (Matthew 28:19). And 
so in verse 22 it says: 
 
Matt 1:22-23 [reads] 
22  Now all this took place that what was spoken 
by the Lord through the prophet might be fulfilled, 
[in other words, this is the fulfillment of prophecy.  
And then He quotes Isaiah 7:14] saying,  
23  "Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and 
shall bear a Son, and they shall call His name 
Immanuel," which translated means, "God with us." 
NASB 
 
Heaven, in a sense, had come to earth. And what 
we had now, is we had the Person of God in His 
Son. 
 
Now, it’s His Son. It’s not Joseph’s son. Joseph and 
Mary aren’t even married. Mary is still a virgin and 
yet Joseph knows that she’s pregnant. And this is 
what has dismayed her and he’s ready to put her 
away. And the angel is saying, “No! Stop! Because 
what I want you to know is, I want you to know that 
this is My Son. This is the Messiah. This is the 
fulfillment of the prophecies.” 
 
And then the last thing I want you to see is that He 
is Yeshua. He is Jesus. He is God our Savior 
because it says that, “You should call His name 
Jesus.”  
 
Matt 1:21 
21  "And she will bear a Son; and you shall call 
His name Jesus, for it is He who will save His 
people from their sins." NASB 
 
This is the Person that God is presenting at the 
beginning of the Gospel of Matthew. 
 
And what happens in Matthew chapter 2? Well, it 
says in verse 1: 
 
Matt 2:1-2 [reads] 
1  Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of 
Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, magi 
from the east arrived in Jerusalem, saying,  
2  "Where is He who has been born King of the 
Jews . . .  NASB 
 
What God wants you and I to understand is that the 
Jews have a King. And what Herod understands is 
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that he’s the king of the Jews. And so there’s a 
conflict. Heaven has come to earth and it has struck 
a conflict. And it always does. You find a king 
opposed to the King of the Jews. A king, an earthly 
king, opposed to the King of kings. And you know 
you find the same thing today. 
 
What government do you know on the face of this 
earth that is not ashamed to boldly announce and 
stand for the truth that there is a Savior of the world 
and His name is Jesus? That there is a King and 
He is the King appointed by God.  
 
So, what you have in Matthew chapter 2 is you 
have an earthly king seeking to destroy, to dispose 
of the Heavenly King. But because God is 
sovereign that does not happen. 
 
So, Joseph and Mary flee into Egypt. And there 
they stay until Herod dies. And he dies because it is 
in God’s time and God takes away his breath. 
 
Matt 2:13-23 
13  Now when they had departed, behold, an 
angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream, 
saying, "Arise and take the Child and His mother, 
and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; 
for Herod is going to search for the Child to destroy 
Him."  
14  And he arose and took the Child and His 
mother by night, and departed for Egypt;  
15  and was there until the death of Herod, that 
what was spoken by the Lord through the prophet 
might be fulfilled, saying, "Out of Egypt did I call My 
Son."  
16  Then when Herod saw that he had been 
tricked by the magi, he became very enraged, and 
sent and slew all the male children who were in 
Bethlehem and in all its environs, from two years 
old and under, according to the time which he had 
ascertained from the magi.  
17  Then that which was spoken through 
Jeremiah the prophet was fulfilled, saying,  
18  "A voice was heard in Ramah, Weeping and 
great mourning, Rachel weeping for her children; 
And she refused to be comforted, Because they 
were no more."  
19  But when Herod was dead, behold, an angel 
of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in 
Egypt, saying,  
20  "Arise and take the Child and His mother, and 
go into the land of Israel; for those who sought the 
Child's life are dead."  
21  And he arose and took the Child and His 
mother, and came into the land of Israel.  
22  But when he heard that Archelaus was 
reigning over Judea in place of his father Herod, he 
was afraid to go there. And being warned by God in 
a dream, he departed for the regions of Galilee,  
23  and came and resided in a city called 
Nazareth, that what was spoken through the 

prophets might be fulfilled, "He shall be called a 
Nazarene." NASB 
 
And then what happens in Matthew chapter 3? 
Well, in Matthew chapter 3 what you and I see is 
the repentance that God calls for to those that want 
to belong to the kingdom of Heaven. 
 
Because Heaven had come to earth, man had to 
make a choice. And so what you have in Matthew 
chapter 3 is you have John the Baptist coming.  
 
Now, remember John was prophesied in Malachi 4. 
He was the forerunner of the Messiah. He would be 
the one that would come and prepare the way so 
that men’s hearts would be made right, so that they 
would be ready to repent. 
 
Because how do you enter into the kingdom of 
Heaven? The only way that you can do that is to 
repent. Listen to the message of John the Baptist. 
Now, listen to him and as I’m in this surrounding, 
and as I’m sitting here by the Jordan River, I want 
you to catch the moment. I want you to, in your 
mind’s eye, go back to that time and that message 
that John the Baptist brought. And it says, 
 
Matt 3:1-2 [reads] 
1  Now in those days John the Baptist came, 
preaching in the wilderness of Judea, saying,  
2  "Repent, for the kingdom of Heaven is at 
hand." NASB 
 
The kingdom of Heaven is at hand. And because 
the kingdom of Heaven is at hand and it’s at hand 
because Heaven has come to earth, then you must 
repent. 
 
Now, what does the word repent mean? Well, if 
you’re studying along with me, if you’ve done your 
homework, you know that the word for repent 
means to have a change of mind. And you know 
that logically if you have a change of mind, that that 
change of mind is going to change your direction; 
it’s going to change the way you live. Because as a 
man thinks in his heart, in his mind, so he is. 
 
Prov 23:7 
7  For as he thinks within himself, so he is. He 
says to you, "Eat and drink!" But his heart is not 
with you. NASB 
 
Prov 4:23 
23  Watch over your heart with all diligence, For 
from it flow the springs of life. NASB 
 
Keep your heart, your mind, with all diligence 
because out of it are the issues of life. So, you can 
look at a person’s lifestyle and look at that lifestyle 
and you can know what they really and truly 
believe. 
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So, John the Baptist came with a message and the 
message was repent. 
 
But then following on his heels was Jesus. So, then 
we find in Matthew chapter 3, Jesus being baptized 
by John. Now watch what happens. John says, 
 
Matt 3:11-12 [reads] 
11  "As for me, I baptize you with water for 
repentance, but He who is coming after me is 
mightier than I, and I am not fit to remove His 
sandals; He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 
fire.  
12  "And His winnowing fork is in His hand, and 
He will thoroughly clear His threshing floor; and He 
will gather His wheat into the barn, but He will burn 
up the chaff with unquenchable fire." NASB 
 
In other words, because Heaven had come to earth, 
there’s going to be a separation. There’s going to 
be a conflict; there’s going to be sides. When Jesus 
stepped into this world He left no one in neutral. 
They had to make a decision: Who is this man 
called Jesus? And am I going to believe what He 
says or am I going to ignore it? Am I going to walk 
my own way, am I going to do my own thing? Well, 
 
Matt 3:13-17 [reads] 
13  Then Jesus arrived from Galilee at the Jordan 
coming to John, to be baptized by him.  
14  But John tried to prevent Him, saying, "I have 
need to be baptized by You, and do You come to 
me?"  
15  But Jesus answering said to him, "Permit it at 
this time; for in this way it is fitting for us to fulfill all 
righteousness." [In other words, this is something 
that God says in right. This is something that God 
wants done.] Then he permitted Him.  
16  And after being baptized, Jesus went up 
immediately from the water; and behold, the 
Heavens were opened, and he saw the Spirit of 
God descending as a dove, and coming upon Him,  
17  and behold, a voice out of the Heavens, 
saying, "This is My Beloved Son, in whom I am 
well-pleased." NASB 
 
Well, what happens after that? Well, in Matthew 
chapter 4, Jesus is led by the Spirit of God. Now, 
remember the Spirit of God descended on Him at 
His baptism (Matthew 4:1–16).  
 
And it’s the same way with you and I, Beloved. 
When we believe in Jesus Christ then we are 
baptized by the Holy Spirit. The Spirit of God comes 
upon us and there’s that identification with God 
because Heaven has come to earth and we’ve 
recognized it and we believe that Jesus is the Christ 
and we’ve embraced Him. 
 

So this is what happens. The Spirit of God comes 
upon Jesus and then the Spirit of God leads Jesus 
into the wilderness. 
 
And once again you see that conflict. You see like 
the clash of cymbals because what you see is, you 
see Jesus being tempted by the prince of this world. 
The kingdom of Heaven is being challenged by the 
kingdom of this world.  
 
And who is the prince, or the ruler, of the kingdom 
of this world? Well, 1 John chapter 5, verse 19, tells 
us that the whole world lies in the power of the evil 
one. 
 
1 John 5:19 
19  We know that we are of God, and the whole 
world lies in the power of the evil one. NASB 
 
And you find every time the devil takes Jesus, 
Jesus turns around and says that “it is written,” it is 
written. What is the devil doing? he’s challenging 
Jesus. he’s saying, “Okay, if you’re the Son of God, 
since You say that You’re the Son of God, then do 
this: prove it.”  
 
And Jesus goes back to show that Christianity is a 
life of total and complete and absolute dependence 
upon God. And Jesus is not going to do a thing to 
prove Himself to any man except what God tells 
Him to do. 
 
What a lesson there is for us to learn in that, 
Beloved. You and I don’t have to prove ourselves to 
anyone. All we have to do is live by the Word of 
God. Jesus says to the devil, He says, “Don’t you 
know that man doesn’t live by bread alone but man 
lives by every word that comes out of the mouth of 
God?” 
 
Matt 4:4 
4  But He answered and said, "It is written, 'Man 
shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that 
proceeds out of the mouth of God.'"  NASB 
 
Beloved, if you belong to the kingdom of God, 
you’re not accountable to anyone except God. You 
have one God; you have one King; you have one 
Savior; you have one Lord and all the rest of the 
world, in a sense, does not matter. All the rest of 
the world, in a sense, is going to hell. They’re going 
to hell. But you belong to Heaven because the 
kingdom of Heaven has happened to you. 
 
Well, as you look at this, you would have, he would 
offer Jesus the world. he would say to Jesus, 
“Okay, look, look at all these kingdoms of this 
earth.” he took Him to the pinnacle of the temple 
and he said, “Look at all the kingdoms of this earth.” 
he says, “If you will just bow down and worship me, 
I’ll give You all these kingdoms.” 
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Matt 4:8-9 
8  Again, the devil took Him to a very high 
mountain, and showed Him all the kingdoms of the 
world, and their glory;  
9  and he said to Him, "All these things will I 
give You, if You fall down and worship me." NASB 
 
Now listen, he was the prince of this world. he could 
make that offer. And yet, what he was offering 
Jesus was this: he was offering Jesus a crown 
without a cross. And I want to tell you something. 
Anytime you get a crown without a cross, without 
any cost, you can know this: It’s going to cost you 
Heaven. It’s going to cost you Heaven. Jesus could 
have had all the kingdoms of this earth but He 
never, ever would have reigned and ruled with the 
Father again. And you and I would have been lost. 
So Jesus comes. 
 
And then in Matthew chapter 4 and verse 17, this is 
what it says: 
 
Matt 4:17 [reads] 
17  From that time Jesus began to preach and 
say, "Repent, for the kingdom of Heaven is at 
hand."  NASB 
 
Repent. Have a change of mind for the kingdom of 
Heaven is at hand.  
 
Now, where was He doing this preaching? He was 
doing this preaching up in the area of Zebulun and 
Naphtali where those two tribes had settled when 
Joshua came in and portioned out the land to the 
children of Israel, to the twelve tribes of Israel.  
 
And it says that, “the people sitting in darkness saw 
a great light.” 
 
Matt 4:16 
16  "The people who were sitting in darkness saw 
a great light, And to those who were sitting in the 
land and shadow of death, Upon them a light 
dawned." NASB 
 
Isa 9:2 
2  The people who walk in darkness Will see a 
great light; Those who live in a dark land, The light 
will shine on them. NASB 
 
Isa 60:1-2 
1  "Arise, shine; for your light has come, And the 
glory of the LORD has risen upon you.  
2  "For behold, darkness will cover the earth, 
And deep darkness the peoples; But the LORD will 
rise upon you, And His glory will appear upon you. 
NASB 
 
Why? Because Heaven had come to earth and 
darkness had been dispelled by the Light of the 

world, the Light that lights every man that comes 
onto this earth. And what was His message? It was: 
 
Matt 4:17-19 [reads] 
17  . . . "Repent, for the kingdom of Heaven is at 
hand." [And verse 18 says:] 
18  And walking by the Sea of Galilee, He saw 
two brothers, Simon who was called Peter, and 
Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea; for 
they were fishermen.  
19  And He said to them, "Follow Me, and I will 
make you fishers of men."  NASB 
 
The Son had come and the Son was about the 
Father’s business. The Son was about to build His 
kingdom. And He needed to have men that would 
serve Him and to take that message out. And that 
message would be taken out by the twelve, well, 
really the eleven disciples, and many many others 
that believed in Jesus Christ. And it says: 
 
Matt 4:20-23 [reads] 
20  And they immediately left the nets, and 
followed Him.  
21  And going on from there He saw two other 
brothers, James the son of Zebedee, and John his 
brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, 
mending their nets; and He called them.  
22  And they immediately left the boat and their 
father, and followed Him.  
23  And Jesus was going about in all Galilee, 
teaching in their synagogues, and proclaiming the 
Gospel of the kingdom . . .  NASB 
 
Now, what’s the Gospel? The word Gospel simply 
means the good news. The good news of the 
kingdom; the good news that Heaven had come to 
earth; the good news that you could be freed from 
your sins; the good news that you wouldn’t have to 
try to please man anymore. The good news was 
that you could call God “Abba Father.” The good 
news was that you could live forever and ever 
because Heaven had come to earth. 
 
Well, it says: 
 
Matt 4:23-25 [reads] 
23  And Jesus was going about in all Galilee, 
teaching in their synagogues, and proclaiming the 
Gospel of the kingdom, and healing every kind of 
disease and every kind of sickness among the 
people.  
24  And the news about Him went out into all 
Syria; and they brought to Him all who were ill, 
taken with various diseases and pains, demoniacs, 
epileptics, paralytics; and He healed them.  
25  And great multitudes followed Him from 
Galilee and Decapolis and Jerusalem and Judea 
and from beyond the Jordan. NASB 
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And then what happened? Then on one incredible 
day it says this: 
 
Matt 5:1-5 [reads] 
1  And when He saw the multitudes, He went up 
on the mountain; and after He sat down, His 
disciples came to Him.  
2  And opening His mouth He began to teach 
them, saying,  
3  "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the 
kingdom of Heaven.  
4  "Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall 
be comforted.  
5  "Blessed are the gentle, for they shall inherit 
the earth. NASB 
 
And He pronounced blessings. Blessings that would 
come because of character, character that had 
been changed. That’s what He brought. And as we 
look at this we find in Matthew chapter 5, 6, and 7, 
He brings the message, this awesome, awesome 
Sermon on the Mount of what the kingdom of 
Heaven is all about. And what those are like, what 
the people are like that belong to the kingdom of 
Heaven. And as we look at this, and we’re going to 
be looking at it next week, and as we look at it, 
you’re going to find out that the kingdom of Heaven 
is all about character; it’s all about character. It’s 
about character that is so different; character that is 
so beyond the norm; character that is like God 
intended man to be. Character that brings a conflict, 
that even though it brings a conflict it brings a 
comfort and it brings the assurance of Heaven 
coming to earth. 
 
I want us to go to Matthew chapter 7, to the very 
end of the Sermon on the Mount. And what I want 
us to do is, I want us to look at the way He closes 
this message. He says: 
 
Matt 7:24 [reads] 
24  "Therefore everyone who hears these words 
of Mine, and acts upon them, may be compared to 
a wise man, who built his house upon the rock. 
NASB 
 
Do you see I’m sitting on a rock? It’s a very, very 
solid rock and it’s a rock that’s suspended over the 
water. But I’m not afraid. And I’m not afraid because 
it’s a solid rock. But He says you can, if you hear 
His words, and if you believe them, if you act on 
them, if you live according to all that we’re going to 
learn, then you’re like a man that builds his house 
on a rock. And it says, 
 
Matt 7:25-27 [reads] 
25  "And the rain descended, and the floods 
came, and the winds blew, and burst against that 
house; and yet it did not fall, for it had been founded 
upon the rock.  

26  "And everyone who hears these words of 
Mine, and does not act upon them, will be like a 
foolish man, who built his house upon the sand.  
27  "And the rain descended, and the floods 
came, and the winds blew, and burst against that 
house; and it fell, [listen] and great was its fall."  
NASB 
 
Great was its fall. When Heaven comes to earth 
you and I have to make a decision. And that 
decision is this: Will we believe that Jesus, Jeshua, 
is THE Christ, the Messiah, the Meshia Hamashia? 
Will we believe that He is the Son of God? Will we 
repent? Will we have a change of mind? And will 
we see that without Him we will surely perish? 
 
It says in verse 28: 
 
Matt 7:28-29 [reads] 
28  The result was that when Jesus had finished 
these words, the multitudes were amazed at His 
teaching;  
29  for He was teaching them as one having 
authority, and not as their scribes. NASB 
 
All authority had been given to Jesus, all authority 
in Heaven and in earth. Heaven had come to earth 
and the words that Jesus spoke were the Words of 
God. They were pure truth. They were 
unadulterated truth. And you and I need to believe 
them because apart from that there is no life, 
Beloved. 
 
 
No prayer at end. 


